God’s heart for the oppressed and afflicted.
	Psalm 10
	

	Ps 10: 1 Why, O LORD, do you stand far off?  Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble?
	

	12 Arise, LORD! Lift up your hand, O God.        Do not forget the helpless.  13 Why does the wicked man revile God?  Why does he say to himself,"He won't call me to account"? 
	

	14 But you, O God, do see trouble and grief; 
       you consider it to take it in hand. 

	Prov 15: 3  The eyes of the LORD are in every place,  Watching the evil and the good.
Heb 4: 13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.

	The victim commits himself to you; 
       you are the helper of the fatherless.
	Ps 68: 5 A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows,  is God in his holy dwelling.   6 God sets the lonely in families, [b] (makes a home for the lonely nasb)
 he leads forth the prisoners with singing;  but the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land. 

Jer 49:11 “Leave thy fatherless children, I will preserve them alive; and let thy widows trust in me.”
Deut 10 17"(AB)For the LORD your God is the God of gods and the (AC)Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God (AD)who does not show partiality nor (AE)take a bribe. 

 18"He executes justice for (AF)the orphan and the widow, and shows His love for the alien by giving him food and clothing.

	 15 Break the arm of the wicked and evil man;  call him to account for his wickedness 
that would not be found out. 
	Break thou the arm of the wicked - The arm is the instrument by which we effect a purpose, and especially in wielding a sword or a spear, as in battle; and if the arm is broken, we are powerless. The psalmist, therefore, prays that God would render the wicked, in this respect, powerless.

Ps 89:15 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; steadfast love and faithfulness go before you.

	 16 The LORD is King for ever and ever;    the nations will perish from his land. 
	

	 17 You hear, O LORD, the desire of the afflicted;  
	

	you encourage them, and you listen to their cry,  
(ESV You will strengthen their heart, you will incline your ear.) 
(KJV  You wilt prepare their heart, Thou wilt cause thine ear to hear)
	Ps 27:14 14 Wait on the LORD;  Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, on the LORD!

Ps 31:24  24 Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart, All you who hope in the LORD.
Thou will prepare their heart - Margin, “or, establish.” The margin seems most accurately to express the meaning of the original word - תכין  tākiyn. The idea is, that he would settle or confirm their heart; that is, that he would dispel their fears and allay their apprehensions by the assurances of his favor, and by his gracious interposition. They had been full of apprehension and alarm, but the assurances of the divine favor would establish their hearts and give them peace.

	 18 defending the fatherless and the oppressed,  in order that man, who is of the earth, may terrify no more.
	


My Prayer: 
Father in heaven, who sits on a throne established on righteousness and justice.  God of Mercy, Father of the fatherless, caretaker of the orphan, protector of the widow, we cry out to you on behalf of the poor and afflicted of the earth.  

For those trapped in darkness, whose cries go forth up to your throne day and night. 

For the children trapped by the wicked of the earth. 

For the street children of Central and South America, for the starving and diseased in Africa and across the earth, for the thousands across the earth sold and trapped into slavery.

Father we know that you see their trouble, we know that you hear their cry and that You desire to strengthen their hearts.  

We know you desire to take their cause into Your hands.

We cry out on their behalf . 

Arise, LORD! Lift up your hand, O God.  Do not forget the helpless

Do not hide your face from them, reveal the face of Jesus.

Visit them in the night watches, strengthen their hearts throughout the day, that they may find You, that they may see your salvation.

Deliver them from their oppressors. 

Stretch out Your hand and bring your deliverance,

Send forth your laborers, open doors for the release your word.  

Raise up houses of prayer, houses of refuge for those who are called by your name.

Bring forth your justice O God, 

Bring forth the revelation of Jesus. 

Bring forth your laborers O God, do not let them die in their sin.
In Jesus name we ask you to: Arise, LORD! Lift up your hand, O God.  Do not forget the helpless
Break the arm of those that seek out and oppress your dear ones,

Those who seek to exploit and destroy children to their own gain

Call their wickedness to account till you find no more.

We ask that you would move your hand and shake the foundations of these evil systems, 

Call them to account, break their strength, bring them to ruin. 

Those who run and profit from child slave trade, call them to account. 
Those who misuse resources and starve your dear ones, call them to account.

Those who plot to gain from exploiting the helpless, call them to account.

You came to set the prisoner free, to proclaim freedom to the captive. 

Send forth your word and set them free, release your command and free them O God.

O Lord, hear the desire of the afflicted,          Strengthen them today, 

Incline your ear to their cries,            
In Jesus name Cause Justice to arise for the fatherless and the oppressed, 

So that man who is of the earth may strike terror no more.
Psalm 10

 1 [a]Why, O LORD, do you stand far off? 
       Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble? 

 2 In his arrogance the wicked man hunts down the weak, 
       who are caught in the schemes he devises. 

 3 He boasts of the cravings of his heart; 
       he blesses the greedy and reviles the LORD. 

 4 In his pride the wicked does not seek him; 
       in all his thoughts there is no room for God. 

 5 His ways are always prosperous; 
       he is haughty and your laws are far from him; 
       he sneers at all his enemies. 

 6 He says to himself, "Nothing will shake me; 
       I'll always be happy and never have trouble." 

 7 His mouth is full of curses and lies and threats; 
       trouble and evil are under his tongue. 

 8 He lies in wait near the villages; 
       from ambush he murders the innocent, 
       watching in secret for his victims. 

 9 He lies in wait like a lion in cover; 
       he lies in wait to catch the helpless; 
       he catches the helpless and drags them off in his net. 

 10 His victims are crushed, they collapse; 
       they fall under his strength. 

 11 He says to himself, "God has forgotten; 
       he covers his face and never sees." 

 12 Arise, LORD! Lift up your hand, O God. 
       Do not forget the helpless. 

 13 Why does the wicked man revile God? 
       Why does he say to himself, 
       "He won't call me to account"? 

 14 But you, O God, do see trouble and grief; 
       you consider it to take it in hand. 
       The victim commits himself to you; 
       you are the helper of the fatherless. 

 15 Break the arm of the wicked and evil man; 
       call him to account for his wickedness 
       that would not be found out. 

 16 The LORD is King for ever and ever; 
       the nations will perish from his land. 

 17 You hear, O LORD, the desire of the afflicted; 
       you encourage them, and you listen to their cry, 

 18 defending the fatherless and the oppressed, 
       in order that man, who is of the earth, may terrify no more.

